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HONORING JACK ANNAN

HON. CORY GARDNER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Jack Annan, Executive Director of
Northeastern Junior College Alumni Associa-
tion, in Sterling, Colorado. Jack was recently
named “Alumni of the Plains”, an award given
by a non-partisan advocacy group in North-
east Colorado called Progressive 15 to individ-
uals who have excelled in their profession and
given back to Northeastern Colorado.

A lifelong Coloradoan, Jack graduated from
College High School in Greeley and received
his Bachelor of Science and Master of Edu-
cation from Colorado State University. Jack
has invested his life in education and youth
development. He began his educational career
teaching agriculture in New Raymer and Gro-
ver.

In 1966, Jack joined the agriculture depart-
ment at NJC as a teacher. He later became a
vocational counselor and then an admissions
recruiter. As an admissions recruiter, he trav-
eled thousands of miles to recruit thousands
of students on behalf of NJC. In addition to
currently overseeing the Alumni Association,
Jack also oversees the college’s Alumni Herit-
age Center collecting and preserving NJC'’s
history. A popular figure, Jack is known as
“Mr. NJC” on campus. In 2004, a life-size
bronze statue was erected in his honor. Earlier
this year, he enjoyed more than two thousand
people singing him Happy Birthday at the col-
lege’s 70th annual commencement ceremony.

In addition to his work at NJC, Jack is the
Executive Secretary of the Colorado Young
Farmers and directs their state-wide activities.
They have recognized him for his many years
of dedication and involvement. He is also an
active member of the Sterling Lions Club.

Throughout his lifetime, Jack has received
numerous awards, including being named to
the Colorado Agriculture Hall of Fame, the
Colorado Association for Career and Technical
Education Hall of Fame, and the NJC Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. Despite regular acco-
lades, Jack remains a modest figure. He lives
with his wife, Florence, in Sterling.

Please join me in congratulating Jack on his
award, his successful career, and his many
contributions to the State of Colorado, particu-
larly in relation to agriculture.

—

RECOGNIZING THE SUMMIT
PROJECT’'S LIVING MEMORIAL
TO FALLEN VETERANS

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to recognize an organization in my
state for its outstanding work to honor Maine
veterans who died in the line of duty since
September 11, 2001.

The Summit Project engages teams of
hikers in carrying stones—some weighing up
to 10 pounds—to the summits of Maine moun-
tains. Each engraved with a fallen veteran’s
initials, the stones are picked by family mem-
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bers from a special spot in the veteran’s life.
The stones come from a range of places, in-
cluding childhood homes, family camps, and
favorite fishing spots. And each has a story to
tell about the heroes we lost.

Marine Major David J. Cote of Maine was
inspired to start the Summit Project when he
climbed Mt. Whitney with a group of Navy
Seals. Each carried stones on the 11-mile hike
up the 14,500-foot mountain to honor their fall-
en brothers. Maj. Cote decided to bring the
practice to Maine, which has some of the
highest numbers of veterans per capita in the
nation.

| applaud the Summit Project for engaging
people in such a fitting tribute to veterans who
gave their lives in service to the country. By
toiling up steep mountain trails and carrying
the heavy weight of these stones, we can be
reminded of the sacrifices these men and
women made and the struggles they went
through. At the same time, we can symboli-
cally reconnect the fallen to the state they
loved and pay respect to their families.

Mr. Speaker, physical monuments in our
town squares serve an important role in ensur-
ing that our country’s fallen heroes are not for-
gotten. What makes this project so special,
though, is that the monuments are built inside
of those who participate. More than carrying
stones, these hikers carry the memories of our
veterans in their hearts. It's hard to think of a
better way to keep the spirit of these veterans
alive.

———

HONORING DR. WALTER LOMAX

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the memory of Dr. Walter Lomax.
The phrase, “he lived a full life,” is often over
used these days. But, it is certainly appro-
priate to say just that about Dr. Lomax.

He was a medical doctor, an astute busi-
nessman and a philanthropist. In short, he
saved lives in many ways. Dr. Lomax’ sterling
medical career alone would have been
enough of a legacy for most people. But he
also blazed new trails in medicine, extending
his healing to the most disadvantaged—the
poor and the imprisoned. In business he was
a titan, creating a diversified network of enter-
prises that are forward looking and soundly
managed. He was a creator of jobs and a
boon to the local economy. And, he is remem-
bered as one of our most generous philan-
thropists. He helped individuals, with power
and without power, and causes too numerous
to list, although that list certainly includes the
Kimmel Center, Philadelphia’s premier fine
arts performance hall.

His generosity also broadened our under-
standing of our national history, as was the
case in his support for the study of the slaugh-
ter of African Americans in the Tulsa Race
Riot.

All told, his support of community, cultural
and educational causes made this nation and
the world a better place.
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OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the efforts of The Summit Project and
its leader and founder, United States Marine
Corps Major David J. Cote, to memorialize
Maine’s fallen service members since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Major Cote launched The Summit Project on
Memorial Day of 2013. This outstanding initia-
tive will recognize and pay proper tribute to
the sacrifices made by our fallen service mem-
bers and their families.

Beginning on Memorial Day 2014, volun-
teers will carry memorial stones to the summit
of Mt. Katandin to honor each fallen Maine
hero who was given the ultimate sacrifice in
service to our country during recent conflicts.
Each engraved stone will bear the initials, birth
year, death year, rank, and service branch of
the Maine heroes who valiantly gave their
lives while defending our country. The act of
carrying memorial stones during tribute hikes
across mountains in Maine will become a
symbol of solidarity that recognizes the sac-
rifice of our brave Maine service members and
their families.

| grew up and still live in the heart of
Maine’s Katandin Region, a part of our state
built on a strong work ethic and devotion to
service above self. Since | was a child, | have
been acutely aware of the significant number
of Mainers from across the region and the
state who choose a life of military service to
protect and defend the United States at home
and abroad. | can’t think of a better place than
Mt. Katandin to pay tribute to our fallen heroes
and the Maine values that defined their char-
acter.

As a living memorial, the Summit Project
was created to honor the fallen while chal-
lenging the living. The Summit Project ensures
that the spirit and sacrifice of our fallen Maine
heroes will not be forgotten, and it creates an
environment in which their surviving family and
friends may continue the healing process. The
project exemplifies the values of the people of
Maine: service, loyalty, patriotism, and self-
lessness.

It is an honor and a privilege to represent
Maine, the creators of the Summit Project, and
the Katandin Region in Congress. Soon,
Maine’s highest peak will host a fitting dedica-
tion to the memory of Maine’s bravest.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
members of The Summit Project and Major
David J. Cote as they honor the service mem-
bers from Maine who lost their lives protecting
our freedom.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise in
recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. Breast Cancer is the most common
cancer among women in the U.S. and also the
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